
 
 Former DISHS nerd gives $50,000 to Project Launch 

        

 

 

     

DEER ISLE - Back in the 1980s, 

Tim Mauro thought Bruce Elfstrom was 

pretty cool. Mauro was two years behind 

Elfstrom at Deer Isle-Stonington High 

School, and he considered himself a nerd.  

     Twenty-five years later, Mauro read in 

the Island Ad-Vantages that Elfstrom 

donated $50,000 to Project Launch, an island-based high 

school transition program. So he decided to do what the 

cool kids did. He matched Elfstrom’s gift to Project Launch 

with another $50,000. 

     He followed Elfstrom’s example in another way. Elfstrom had made his contribution in honor 

of his science teacher, William Flagg.  So Mauro decided to do the same for his math teacher, 

Rhonda Turner. “When Bruce gave a tribute to Mr. Flagg, I thought, ‘That’s a nice thing. Put in a 

toast for someone who made a difference,’” Mauro said in a phone interview. “It sounded like a 

cool cause and a cool thing.” 

Tim Mauro 

     Mauro moved to Deer Isle in first grade with his mother, Penny Plumb, and sister, Alice, now 

Andrews. He then attended DISHS, class of 1988. “I was a nerd,” Mauro said. “We didn’t realize 

at the time that nerds were cool.” He remembers being a good student back then, but also sassy 

toward his teachers. “I did not give them the respect they were due,” he said. “We were all 

pushing the boundaries.” Now, with his donation to Project Launch, he said he wants to give 

them “a great big thank you.” Especially Rhonda Turner. 

Rhonda Turner  
     Rhonda Turner has taught math at DISHS for 

four decades, and she’ll return to the classroom 

this fall. Mauro remembers her as striking the 

perfect balance between disciplinarian and 

friend. “She was tough and kept us in line,” he 

said. “You couldn’t goof of, you couldn’t slough 

of, good work was expected.” But then, as math 

team coach, she drove the students to 

competitions. “Four nerds and her, all in the car,” 

Mauro said. “She was cool, she was our buddy, 

we realized she was a cool human.” 
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     Dennis Duquette, former DISHS principal, said the kids love her. “She’s patient, she’s calm and 

she knows how to use a wide variety of teaching strategies,” he said in a phone interview. Turner 

is always available, and usually has one or two students in the classroom with her after class, he 

said. “She takes away the angst from students in math,” he said. She also gives special attention 

to kids like Tim Mauro—the ones who excel in math and want to study engineering at schools like 

West Point or Maine Maritime Academy, Duquette said. 

Quantum leap 

     Mauro did well on his SATs—half of which involved math—and got into Harvard. “There was 

no bigger quantum leap in my life than going from Deer Isle to Boston,” he said. Up until then, 

he said, “it was a big deal to go to Ellsworth and a bigger deal to go to Bangor. Bangor had a 

mall, a movie theater and a Chinese restaurant. It didn’t get any better than that.” Mauro 

graduated from Harvard and succeeded in his field - algorithmic stock trading, which involves 

statistical modeling. He retired in 2008, and now he volunteers for non-governmental 

organizations. He mostly builds data bases and internet protocol structures in Southeast Asia, 

he said. When he’s home, he splits his time between Portsmouth, N.H., and Boston. 

Project Launch 

 

     Other graduates have had a tougher time making the transition between DISHS and the 

wider world. Before 2012, about 40 percent of local high-school graduates who continued their 

education dropped out by the end of the first semester. The problem didn’t go unnoticed. A 

donor with deep ties to Deer Isle made a grant through the Maine Community Foundation to 

start up Project Launch. 

     Kim Hutchinson was hired in 2012 to figure out what was needed and to develop the program. 

She found students dropped out because they weren’t ready for the academic challenges. 

Sometimes they felt they didn’t belong. Maybe they had financial difficulties or lacked parental 

support. Since Project Launch started, 65 percent of students have either graduated or are still 

enrolled in post-secondary courses - in college, military academies and trade schools. 

     “It’s been a lifesaver for so many kids,” Duquette said. “When you’ve got kids who are kind of 

on the outskirts here, they need that extra connection, to get them to apply, apply for scholarships, 

visit,” he said. “Filling out college applications and essays, it’s not a walk in the park. Project 

Launch has done [helped with] that.” Mauro’s donation will allow Project Launch to expand its 

focus from 11th and 12th graders down to the eighth grade. It will also support workshops for 

parents, set up a scholarship fund and pay for kids to travel and explore career opportunities, 

Hutchinson said in an email.  

Standing O 

 

     When Tim Mauro’s donation was announced during a teachers’ meeting, the teachers gave 

Rhonda Turner a standing ovation, Duquette said. For her part, Turner said in an email she was 

honored by the donation - “and very pleased that it was going to an organization that has been 

so helpful to our students.” Elfstrom called it “pretty outstanding” that Mauro followed his lead. 

“I thought I’d stimulate someone to give money, but I didn’t think it would be a match,” 

Elfstrom said. 


